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B-3032

B-3028 - B-3035 1860-1884
740-720 Light St. (West side) :
Baltimore, Md.

Private access

This group of three story high, two bay wide brick buildings with
shed roofs and Italianate-style bracketed cornices was built by several
different builders in the early 1860's and in the 1880's (734-740 Light St.)
The 1860's houses at the northern end of the block were built to serve a
combined residential/commercial function and the original storefronts are
still intact at 720-722, 724, and 726 Light St. 734-740 Light St. were built
as residences but 740 has most recently served as a local bar/restaurant. The
houses are currently unoccupied, but have recently been sold by the city to
private owners and are awaiting renovation and rehabitation.
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__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
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% NO __MILITARY % OTHER restoration
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CITY, TOWN STATE, Zip code
Baltimore ___ VICINITY OF Maryland 21202
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:
COURTHOUSE. Folio #:
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Records Office Room 601
STREET & NUMBER
Baltimore City Courthouse
CITY. TOWN STATE
Baltimore Maryland 21202
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED XUNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three story, two bay brick house with shed roof and bracketed
cornice was built in the late 1860's, replacing an earlier gable roofed structure
on this site.

The house is three stories in height, 15 1/2' wide, and occupies a lot 72'
deep. The house is one room deep with a three story high, one bay wide and
deep stair hall extension which connects the main house to a two story high,
two bay deep rear addition. The house is comnstructed in running bond. The
shed roof is capped by a stamped sheet metal cornice consisting of a deeply
projecting crown molding set above a row of dentils and a grooved molding strip.
Three grooved brackets support the cornice and connect it to a lower molding
strip. The brick freize area thus formed is punctuated by two punched metal
ventilating panels. The two end brackets terminate at their upper edges in
modified "anthemions." There is a single covered chimney located along the
north side of the house and a covered rear end chimney located at the west end
of the additiom.

All of the door and window openings have segmentally arched brick lintels(
with solid wood tympanums. The sills are wood. Most of the window openings
are filled with 1/1 double hung sash but several are boarded. A four panel
Victorian door is set beneath a single light transom. The house sits on a high
basement, the entrance being reached by five stone steps. An arched basement
opening is located to the right of the steps.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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o [} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOULOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—_1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699% X _ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART _ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
X1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES ]ate 1860's BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant as being representative of a fairly small group of
three story Victorian-style houses built after the Civil War to serve as residences

(as opposed to combination residences/store-fronts).

The house apparently replaced

a two story, gable roofed house that had been built on this site before 1820 by
Peter Gold, who developed this side of Light St. in the early years of the nineteenth

century.

The house will soon be offered for sale by the City to private owners and will

“.aopefully then be renovated.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES ~

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EZ1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 5/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204
The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.
The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. iy,

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PSs. 1108
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B-3032
728 Light Street

Block 0896 Lots CO0896¢
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3032 728 Light St.
M.E.H. 6/79

East elevation



